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Rabbi would derive by exegesis twenty-four [tragic] events from the 
verse: “The Lord has destroyed without mercy [all the habitations of 
Jacob; in his wrath he has broken down the strong- holds of the 
daughter of Judah; he has brought down to the ground in dishonor the 
kingdom and its rulers]? (Lam. 2:2). 


R. Yohanan derived sixty [from the same verse]. 
Did R. Yohanan then find more than did Rabbi in the same verse? 


But because Rabbi lived nearer to the destruction of the Temple, there 
were [in the audience] old men who remembered what had happened, 
and when he gave his exegesis, they would weep and fall silent and get 
up and leave. 


It has been taught: Said R. Judah b. R. Ilai, “Barukh, my master would 
interpret as follows: ‘[So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt 
him and said], “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands 
of Esau” (Gen. 27:22). The voice of Jacob cries out on account of 
what the hands of Esau did to him at Betar.”’” 


R. Simeon b. Yohai taught, “Aqiba, my master, would interpret the 
following verse: ‘A star (kokhab) shall come forth out of Jacob’ (Num. 
24:17) — ‘A disappointment (Kozeba) shall come forth out of 
Jacob.” 


[H] R. Aqiba: When he saw Bar Kozeba, he said, “This is the King 
Messiah.” 


[I] Said to him R. Yohanan ben Toreta, “Aqiba! Grass will grow on 
your cheeks, and the Messiah will not vet have come!” 


[J] Said R. Yohanan, “Upon orders [‘voice’] of Caesar Hadrian in 
Betar they killed 80,000 myriads.” 


[K] Said R. Yohanan, “There were 80,000 pairs of trumpeters 
that surrounded Betar. Each one was in charge of a number 
of troops. Ben Kozebah was there, and he had 200.000 
troops who, [as a sign of loyalty, had cut off their little 
finger. 


[L] “Sages sent word to him, “How long are you going to turn 
Israel into a maimed people?’ 


[M] “He said to them, “How otherwise is it possible to test 
them?’ 


